Although we cannot but think that accidents directly traceable to mistakes arising from colour-blindness must be of extremely rare occurrence, and that the possible dangers have been considerably exaggerated, still we have little doubt that our Government will sooner or later follow the example of others, and demand a systematic examination of the colour-vision of all persons entering such services. This examination will no doubt, to some extent at least, have to be conducted by medical men, and it is on this account that we feel justified in publishing our views as to the nature of colour-blindness in a journal devoted more especially to papers on practical medicine and surgery, rather than in one of the physiological journals, for which they might otherwise be more suitable.
After having recognised the possible dangers above referred to in connexion with colour-blindness, it naturally became of the utmost importance to discover a means whereby any trace of this anomaly could be speedily detected. Holmgren has undoubtedly the merit of being the first to devise and employ a method which has shown itself to be thoroughly practical and expeditious. For the benefit of those of our readers who may not yet be acquainted with this method, it may be as well, in as few words as possible, to describe it. It is a well-known fact that a high degree of achromatopsia may co-exist with a tolerably perfect power of naming colours, from which it is evident that any system based on the statements made by individuals as to the names of colours presented to them must be rejected as impracticable. Holmgren has therefore adopted the method of comparison between colours which to the normal eye are different, a method which, in a less perfect manner, inasmuch as the time required for examination is much longer, was used by Maxwell2 I'or the purpose of being able to vary the strength of these shadows to a measurable extent, Holmgren has constructed his chromatoslciameter, which he thus shortly describes in an abstract of his own paper:1?" It consists of a stand specially adapted, bearing in the centre an ordinary petroleum lamp; two wooden arms, about a metre in length, proceed from its centre, movable in a horizontal plane round it: these support the other parts of the apparatus. On the one arm the coloured glass, the shadow-throwing body, and the screen are given a fixed position at a definite distance from the lamp, whilst a mirror reflecting the light of the lamp on the screen is movable back and forward on the other arm, on which the position given to it in any experiment can be read off in a millimetre scale."
Two differently coloured glasses were used for these investigations?a red, which only transmitted red spectral light, and a green, which, besides transmitting all the green light of the spectrum, also permitted of the passage to a small extent of other rays, but entirely excluded red.
The chromatoskiameter has first to be graduated for normal colour-vision?that is to say, the distance found for each glass at which both shadows appear of equal strength, each in its own colour. Holmgren found for himself:? He says that it is, as a rule, much easier for the colour-blind to find such a position for the mirror, for this reason, that they generally find the shadows identical in colour when the mirror has attained the position at which they appear of equal strength. This placing of the mirror in the required position is so characteristic that it reveals the nature of the colour-vision. It varies much in different cases, but all the cases examined " could, from the method of executing this test, be arranged in two well-defined groups, which correspond to two kinds of complete colour-blindness, red and green blindness."
The distance of the mirror averaged, for 25 cases of red-blind- 
